
Hello Legislators, 

My name is Todd Johnston and I live on 

86 Breezy Corners Road, Portland, CT. 

I’m here today to give testimony on 

why it is critically important to NOT 

remove the funding for the Centers for 

Independent Living. 

It’s important that when legislators look 

to reduce funding for an organization 

that they have a very good 

understanding of the long term costs to 

the state and it’s people. 

There are two wonderful Real Life 

stories shared about individuals who 

have greatly benefited from working 

with the Centers for Independent 



Living.  The state has also benefitted 

greatly by one of them, as reported, has 

been able to move out of the high cost 

of nursing home care to be living back 

in the community. 

A quick review of an excerpt for the 

News 8 Report: Independent Living 

Centers may be casualty of Malloy budget 
cut. 

http://wtnh.com/2017/02/13/independent-living-centers-may-be-casualty-of-malloy-budget-cut/ 

Excerpt beginning. 

“Several estimates place the savings 

from keeping people out of expensive 
nursing homes averages about $10 
million a year. The director says that for 
the sake of saving about $200,000 the 
governor is “killing the goose that lays 
the golden egg.” 
Excerpt end. 

http://wtnh.com/2017/02/13/independent-living-centers-may-be-casualty-of-malloy-budget-cut/


Please remember by eliminating the 
funding to the Centers for Independent 
Living could have long term costs to the 
state of millions of dollars, as the 

Centers have been a major partner in 
the saving of over $10 million in 
transitioning consumers to more 
independent cost effective community 
living options. 

There will also be the future cost of 
other agencies that will need to be 
created to provide the other important 
functions of the Centers for 
Independent Living as:  

 promoting empowerment and self-
reliance for persons with disabilities; 

 are operated and administered by 
persons with disabilities; 



 offer a single point of access to 
services for all people regardless of 
the nature or type of disability; and 

 offer advocacy, information and 
referral, peer counseling, skills 
training, and other supportive services 
for persons with disabilities. 

I ask as a concerned citizen of the 

United States who lives in CT that you 

do not allow Governor Malloy’s budget 

cut to funding for the Centers for 

Independent Living to pass. 

Thank You for allowing me to share my 

thoughts with you today. 


